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This year marks the centennial of the 19th Amendment to the United States Constitution affirming 

women’s right to vote. The story of Virginia’s suffragists and their contributions to the fight for woman 

suffrage is little known. The Library of Virginia’s exhibition We Demand: Women’s Suffrage in Virginia 

reveals how women created two statewide organizations to win the right to vote. Virginia suffragists 

were a remarkable group of talented and dedicated women who have largely been forgotten. They were 

artists and writers, business and professional women, and educators and reformers who marched in 

parades, rallied at the state capitol, spoke to crowds on street corners, staffed booths at state and 

county fairs, lobbied legislators and congressmen, picketed the White House, and even went to jail. At 

the centenary of woman suffrage, these remarkable women are at last recognized for their important 

achievements and contributions. Visit We Demand through Dec. 5, 2020. 

The Equal Suffrage League of Virginia was organized in 1909 in Richmond. Its primary purpose was 

to publicize and lobby for women’s issues in the state, with the goal to win the political vote. Enjoy 

coloring selections from the Equal Suffrage League records, as well as additional political ephemera 

from our Visual Studies Collection.

For #ColorOurCollections, we invite you to color these selected images. Print one page or 

print them all! Post to social media with #ColorOurCollections and tag @LibraryofVA to 

share your creations.

For more information on We Demand, 

visit edu.lva.virginia.gov/wedemand
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