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Herbaria, collections of pressed and dried plants specimens, are key to 
our understanding of biodiversity and our efforts to preserve it. Herbaria 
provide windows into our past, telling us what kinds of plants were 
present, where those plants were, and when those plants were there. 
With this information we can track changes over time and use that 
information to predict and prepare for our future. Dating to the founding 
of Vassar College in 1865, the Vassar College herbarium holds over 
15,000 specimens of vascular plants, bryophytes, and algae. Holdings are 
primarily from northeastern North America, and include collections 
made by several notable 19th century botanists, including A.A. Heller, 
and J.K. Small; by Vassar faculty, including Gladys E. Baker, J. R. Lawrence, 
Madelene Pierce, Louise Potter, Frank Ranzoni, Edith A. Roberts, and 
Margaret Wright; and by many Vassar students. To learn more about this 
project visit https://vcherbarium.vassarspaces.net/ or visit 
https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium to browse the 
collection online. 

https://vcherbarium.vassarspaces.net/
https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium
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Vassar College Libraries Digital Library Herbarium Repository. Agrimonia gryposepala Wallr. Vassar College Ecological Preserve. 
Collected 7/19/1995. https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/agrimonia-gryposepala-wallr-0 

https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/agrimonia-gryposepala-wallr-0
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Vassar College Libraries Digital Library Herbarium Repository. Cirsium vulgare (L.) Hill. Vassar College Ecological Preserve. 
Collected 10/16/1996. https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/cirsium-vulgare-l-hill 

https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/cirsium-vulgare-l-hill
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Vassar College Libraries Digital Library Herbarium Repository. Ailanthus altissima (Mill.) Swingle. Vassar College Ecological 
Preserve. Collected 10/5/1986. https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/ailanthus-altissima-mill-swingle-5 

https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/ailanthus-altissima-mill-swingle-5
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Vassar College Libraries Digital Library Herbarium Repository. Eupatorium fistulosum Barratt. Vassar College Ecological 
Preserve. Collected 7/26/1981. https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/eupatorium-fistulosum-barratt 

https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/eupatorium-fistulosum-barratt
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Vassar College Libraries Digital Library Herbarium Repository. Helianthus decapetalus L. Vassar College Ecological Preserve. 
Collected 8/15/1995. https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/helianthus-decapetalus-l-0 

https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/helianthus-decapetalus-l-0
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Vassar College Libraries Digital Library Herbarium Repository. Gleditsia triacanthos L. Vassar College Ecological Preserve. 
Collected 7/29/1996. https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/gleditsia-triacanthos-l-0 

https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/gleditsia-triacanthos-l-0
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Vassar College Libraries Digital Library Herbarium Repository. Caltha palustris L. Vassar College Ecological Preserve. Collected 
5/1/1996. https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/caltha-palustris-l-0 

https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/caltha-palustris-l-0
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Vassar College Libraries Digital Library Herbarium Repository. Leucanthemum vulgare Lam. Vassar College Ecological Preserve. 
Collected 6/14/1995. https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/leucanthemum-vulgare-lam-7 

https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/collections/herbarium/leucanthemum-vulgare-lam-7

