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Of tbe Seps or Sepedon. 761

be no more harmfull then the Conger or Lamprey ; yet for fimilitude with other Serpents, I could
noc chufe but exprefle the fame in this place,

There be alfoin the Swevian Ocean or Balthick fea, Serpents of thirty or forty footin length,
whofe pictureis thus defcribed, as it was taken by Olaus Mugnus,and he further writeth, that thefe
do never harm any min untill chey be provoked.
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The fame Author alfo expreffeth likewife the figure of another Serpent, of a hundred and twen.
ty foot long, appearing now and then uponthe coafts of Nsrway, very dangerous and hurtfull to
the Sea-men incalms and ftill weather, for they lift up themfelvesabovethe hatches, and fudden-
ly catch a manintheir mouths, and fo draw him into the Sea out of the Ship : and many timesthey
overthrow in the waters a laden Veffel of great quai tity, with all the wares therein contained.
And fometimes alfo they fec up fuch a fpire above the water, that a Boat or little Bark without
fayls may pafle through the fame, And thus much for the Sea-ferpents.
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ofthe SEPS or SEPEDON.

ALthnugh Iam not ignorant that there be fome which make two kindes of thefe Serpents, be-
caufe of the twonames rehearfedin thetitle, yet when they have laboured to defcribe them
feverally, they canbring nothing or very lictle wherein their ftory doth not agree, fo asto make
twain of them, or to handle them afunder, were but to take occafion to tautologize, or to fpeak
one thing twice. Wherefore Gefuer wifely pondering both parts, and after him Carronss, deliver their
opinions, that both thefe names do fhew but one Serpent, yetaccordingto their manner, they ex-
preffe themas if they were two. Forall their writingsdo but minifter occafionto the Readers to
colle& the truth out of ctheir labours, wherefore I will follow their opinion, and not their exam-
ple. Sepedon and Seps cometh of Sepein, becaufe it rotteth the body thatit biteth: in colourit
neerly refembleth the Hemorrhe, yet it ufually goeth by fpires and half-hoops, for which caufe
as it gocth, the quantity cannot be well difcerned, the pace of it being much fwifter then the He-
morrhe. Thewound that it giveth fs fmarting, entring decp and bringing putrefadion, for byan
inexplicable celerity the poyfon paffeth over all the body,the hair rotteth and falleth from all parts,
darkneffe and dimneffe isin the eyes, and {pots upon the body, like asifa man had beenburned in
the Sun. And this Serpent is thus defcribed unto us by Nicander ;
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Enula. Alast,




Epatica. Lcberfrant,

Pira. Diren.

Porrum. Pomum. Petrofelinon.

Lavwch. Apffel. p-terfilien,




Tufquiamus,  Bilfen. mepmella. bxbenell
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Bleta AdL

Cepe  Broibeln,



Baucia. Hiorer. Raphanus. Rettig.




Dad&ilus. Dattels. Millefolium. Sdchaffgarb.
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