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This year marks the centennial of the 19th Amendment to the United States Constitution affirming
women'’s right to vote. The story of Virginia’'s suffragists and their contributions to the fight for woman
suffrage is little known. The Library of Virginia’'s exhibition We Demand: Women'’s Suffrage in Virginia
reveals how women created two statewide organizations to win the right to vote. Virginia suffragists
were a remarkable group of talented and dedicated women who have largely been forgotten. They were
artists and writers, business and professional women, and educators and reformers who marched in
parades, rallied at the state capitol, spoke to crowds on street corners, staffed booths at state and
county fairs, lobbied legislators and congressmen, picketed the White House, and even went to jail. At
the centenary of woman suffrage, these remarkable women are at last recognized for their important

achievements and contributions. Visit We Demand through Dec. 5, 2020.

The Equal Suffrage League of Virginia was organized in 1909 in Richmond. Its primary purpose was
to publicize and lobby for women'’s issues in the state, with the goal to win the political vote. Enjoy
coloring selections from the Equal Suffrage League records, as well as additional political ephemera

from our Visual Studies Collection.

For #ColorOurCollections, we invite you to color these selected images. Print one page or
print them all! Post to social media with #ColorOurCollections and tag @LibraryofVA to

share your creations.

For more information on We Demand,

visit edu.lva.virginia.gov/wedemand
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WOMAN
SUFFRAGE

ion 22002, Library of Virginia.

There was an old dame in a huff;
‘(Jomen dont want the vote,, she cried;- Staff!

(Jhen they said-‘Bat we do’, she answered- Pooh pooh!
I dorit —and lef Ihal be enough! —

Anti-Suffrage League postcard, Equal Suffrage League of Virginia Records, 1908-1938. Archives Access
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IS THIS RIGHT?

=~ THE OPEN
MARKET

Woman. Why can’t ] have an umbrella too?
Voter.  Youcan’t. You ought to stop at home.

Woman. Stop at home indeed! I have my Living
to earn.

Printed and published by the Artists’ Suffrage League,

VOTES FOR'WOMEN
1\

postcard, Artists’ Suffrage League, Equal Suffrage League of Virginia Records, 1908-1938. Archives Accession 22002, Library of Virginia.

“Is this right?”
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THE SPIRIT OF L/'76 TO-DAY
"NO TAXATION

WITHOUT REPRESENTATION.”
n

ssion 22002, Library of Virginia.

“The Spirit of To-day” postcard, Equal Suffrage League of Virginia Records, 1909-1935. Archives Acce
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IT CANT BE DID!
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“It can’t be did!” Postcard, Bernhardt Wall, c. 1915. Equal Suffrage League of Virginia Records, 1909-1935. Archives Access
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Equal Suffrage League of Virginia Records, 1908-1938. Archives Access
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“Memoranda, E. C. C.” Pocket Notebook. Equal Suffrage League of Virginia Records, 1908-1938. Archives Accession 22002, Library of Virginia.
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