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A personification of astrology, Urania the muse of astronomy, and the astronomer Ptolemy make observations 
beneath a model of the heavens. Illustration from Johannes de Sacro Bosco, De sphaera (Paris, 1534). Royal 
College of Physicians Heritage Library copy number 8074-1.
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Astronomers observe the heavens. Title-page illustration from Sebastian Münster, Canones super novum 
instrumentum luminarium (Basel, 1534). Royal College of Physicians Heritage Library copy number 7551-2. 
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The circles of the heavens: earth at the centre surrounded by water, air and fire, with the zodiac in the outermost ring. 
Illustration from Johannes de Sacro Bosco, De sphaera (Paris 1534). Royal College of Physicians Heritage Library 
copy number 8074-1.
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Aries the ram. Illustration in Guido Bonatti, de astronomia tractatus X (Basel, 1550). Royal College of Physicians 
Heritage Library copy number 7323.
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Taurus the bull. Illustration in Guido Bonatti, de astronomia tractatus X (Basel, 1550). Royal College of Physicians 
Heritage Library copy number 7323.
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Gemini the twins. Illustration in Guido Bonatti, de astronomia tractatus X (Basel, 1550). Royal College of Physicians 
Heritage Library copy number 7323.
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Cancer the crab. Illustration in Guido Bonatti, de astronomia tractatus X (Basel, 1550). Royal College of Physicians 
Heritage Library copy number 7323.
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Leo the lion. Illustration in Guido Bonatti, de astronomia tractatus X (Basel, 1550). Royal College of Physicians 
Heritage Library copy number 7323.
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Virgo the maiden. Illustration in Guido Bonatti, de astronomia tractatus X (Basel, 1550). Royal College of Physicians 
Heritage Library copy number 7323.
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Libra the scales. Illustration in Guido Bonatti, de astronomia tractatus X (Basel, 1550). Royal College of Physicians 
Heritage Library copy number 7323.
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Scorpio the scorpion. Illustration in Guido Bonatti, de astronomia tractatus X (Basel, 1550). Royal College of 
Physicians Heritage Library copy number 7323.
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Sagittarius the centaur. Illustration in Guido Bonatti, de astronomia tractatus X (Basel, 1550). Royal College of 
Physicians Heritage Library copy number 7323.
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Capricorn the goat. Illustration in Guido Bonatti, de astronomia tractatus X (Basel, 1550). Royal College of 
Physicians Heritage Library copy number 7323.
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Aquarius the water carrier. Illustration in Guido Bonatti, de astronomia tractatus X (Basel, 1550). Royal College of 
Physicians Heritage Library copy number 7323.
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Pisces the fish. Illustration in Guido Bonatti, de astronomia tractatus X (Basel, 1550). Royal College of Physicians 
Heritage Library copy number 7323.
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A tiger, the symbol of the Chinese year starting in February 2022. Illustration in Thomas Bewick, A general history of 
quadrupeds (Newcastle upon Tyne, 1792). Royal College of Physicians Heritage Library copy number 12482.


